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grew up in the Church, and hence the
instruction which in the early days pre-
ceded Baptism came to be the preparation
for Confirmation, when the awakened mind
and intelligence take up and re-affirm the
baptismal promises. The reception of the
infant into the Church is seen to be rightly
done, when man's life is recognised as
being lived in the three worlds, and when
the Spirit and Soul who have come to
inhabit the new-born body are known to
be not unconscious and unintelligent, but
conscious, intelligent, and potent in the
invisible worlds. It is right and just that
the " Hidden Man of the heart"1 should
be welcomed to the new stage of his
pilgrimage, and that the most helpful
influences should be brought to bear upon
the vehicle in which he is to dwell, and
which he has to mould to his service. If
the eyes of men were opened, as were
of old those of the servant of Elisha, they
would still see the horses and chariots of
fire gathered round the mountain where is
the prophet of the Lord. *

We come to the second of the Sacra-
11 Pet. iii. 4.         2 2 Kings vi. 17.